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AN Dhaving thüs given an Acnpnt of- the State of Who 


OQhriſtianity in the South Part of Bang I proceed, 


Second, to cunſicder the State of it in the North Part, 
and examine whether it be not highly probable that an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Biſhope, ſuperior to Preſ- 
byters, was never kept up. Aud tlie Account I: ſhall 


nok be ſuſpecded of Partiality in favour! of Presbyter 


(enemy welbimagine Care ug taken-to furn. 


bormation; aud the r tells us, that Chriſtianity was 
-khown among the Scors'very early, and applies to thein 
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rain; inacceſſible to the Nom, were! ſubjected to 
Ohriſt: He conjectures indeed that they embraced 


of Jol, not from any Miffionaries from Radme; be- 


cauſe of their Difference: fromthe Church of Nome in 


different Time from them. He obſtiſes the Sori 


nald about gg. but its moſt confiderable Settlement 
Was under the Reign of Crarilinth (259) Wb gave 
58 bows. of Manito-ſuch Chriſtians as came thither from 
the Perſecution of Diocleſan : i And in this Ie NatiA4ni- 
 phubalus, the firſt' Perſon ſpoken of as a "Biſhop: By 
which it appears, that Chriſtianity was in Scufl aba near 
two hundred Nears before there was a Aſhop that ſat 
there. He alſo further obſerves ||, that the firſt Prea- 
chers were Culgees or Presbyters, whos for their bet - 
t to chuſe one out of them · 
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es to be their Chief and Principal, without whoſe = 1 
eig was done in any Mat? 7 
ef and the Perſon ſo elected was cal 3 
ͥi or a Score Bilbop. And'this, 3 
tells us, was the only. Title they had amongſt them . 
n divided Scortand into > 
eee He tells us, pag. 5. that one Regulus a Gre- = 
=, coming for Scotland with Domianie a Prieſt, and 
ters, teen ia number, being toſſed with a Tem- 
Et, landed: in Orbolinsa,: now. St. Andrews, founded 5 
horch there, and became the ſong Biſhop in Scot- „ 
ad mentioned in Hiſtory; this he tells us was about „ 
. Pa. 6, % He gives us an Account of St. Ninian, 
rn indeed in Brain, but bred up in France, under 
Great Uncle St. Aartin Biſhop of Tours; who com- 
e into. Seeland, founded the Church of Galloway, 
a was allo called a Biſhop, tho we are not told who 
Wrdained him. This & che third Perſon ſo called, who 
nc about-450... Pag 7. About this time, he faith, 
ae Faladius, to purge the Church of Pelagianiſm, N 
a he ordained. two Biſhops, Servanus of Orkney, and 


"I [er Vanus A, the Northern Pitts. 2 N 1 „ . 
 RColumba is allo mentioned as another Biſhop about 
Lear 566; bat the Writer of his Life, quoted by 1 
anberlain, in his Account of the New State of 1 
Great Britain, faith he was a Prieſt, and ſo faith Bede 
I preſly: He ſettled in the Iſle of Jona, called after 
m 7. Columb, Kil. By all Which it appears, that 
iii was known in Scotland near two hundred YN 
Wi cars before Hiſtory mentions a Biſhop: among them, 2 
ad that there were not above five during the firſt four 

r five hundred Years that Chriſtianity was among 
hem; that if there were any other, they were made 
Dy the Choice of the Culdees or Prachyterm. 

= So that it is highly probable, that a Succeſſion of Bi- = 
Whops ſuperiour to Presbyters, was never kept up in an = 
=.” . 1 
uninterrupted Line for the firſt five hundred Years in 4 
Nocland, after the Plantation of Chriſtianity, But a- | = 
Szainſt. this Account it is objected, that the Converſion = 
got the Scots under Donald is fabulous, becauſe the Scots 

» - 45 then come out of Ireland where they firſt 
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aſſigu the Scott an earlier Enträde into Seofland thadt 
they really had ; yer it wilt not follow but that there 

micht be ſuch at early Converſion of Worth. Britain, 7 

whoever were the Inhabitants; and this may in com. 
mon ſpeaking be apply'd to the Setz, Who after ward? 

incorporated with 125 Antient Inhitbitants, juſt as the 1 

1 Tranſactions of our own Country are attribu- 1 
tend in general td Briront and EN e theo we are 
à Mixture of _— Danes, an Nor mans With kt : 
_antient_Brizons. "1 e - = 


* Guldens'i is alfo fabulous, as not being confitmed by a. 
ny Hliſtorian near the Tires in which they were ſaid to lo 
* z and it is pretended to be a Story trumpt up by 
later Writers, to give countenance to the Innovation . 
. the Presbytery; and the Depolition of . Rat 
To this I anſwer; That ſomé Credit is to be given WH 
We would think) to ſo many Writers that concur in Wn 
one Teſtimony in Things of their owniNation; even 
9 * do not nom er 2 cotem 93 * 


. uncertain = rp Hiſtories 1 our hs . 8 ol | 4 
tion be, if we are to receive nothing as true in the 
= ark 8 urileſs we ſhew the 1 he of #3 


\The 3 are t Jens: n , n 
"as Heads; Hect ar * Buethinis tells us; that before 
Palladius, the chief Prieſts (or Biſhops, as he there 
means) were made by the Suffrage of the Pedple n 225 
| among the Montt and Culdees..' Jolim Major | "Gays, ia 4 
That in former Times the Scors were inftracted in the 
Faith by Priefts withoot Biſhops, And Frauen ſt tells 
ay That the Sars had Doctors and Miviſbets i" the 
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We herein the Cultor'of the * Primitive Mo 4 a 
ay Abthors-concurring together, deſerve ſome Cre, = 
eh aA of their own. Country, even tho it 
ſhould be confeſſed. that they miltake-in calling the In- 
inte bx the fame Name, as They were called. * 1 
4 2 3 virown Time. 9 80 "Mi 
Bot further it is to be x obſeryed, that nb . 1 
42 1 as no Stranger t © Devernment of the 1 
1 F by Presb byters, or fac re 75 Were e 3 
"RF EY: 5 e nſiderations, confir 

hors chat lj ved e near. thoſe 9 
| = out in ag Exidences, tho we ſhould. leave = 
=» rs Fr nad e Belt of the Author who 37 % 
Moyche Vl 
For 11 the learned Biſhop Klang fleet and others 
Wave did ſo much npon the firſt. 2 of the. Scots 
| | liſtory, as to render it . wi acther the ay 
7 Inhabitants came in ſo early; Conſe | 
Y 9 8 it gacertain what the Form of t 5 20 ur 
Povernment was, from the Uncertainty of their Hiſ- 
m * ries; we are ohliged or: the Clearing up of this —_ 
int, ſo fax as we are capable, ihe deſcend to lower 
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1 A Becke e $005 0 3 at 5 ut To Year. | 
0, he was ent by Pope Cele * i hop to the Scots 
3 by balieved 3 47 te The Dis 50 of he, Jt 
gave Fendergd it ſor mewhat e gs whether t 
F . Were ch 1 of, North: Britain or of tr 1 1 
"EN Bede do 7 the Jahabitants- of Ireland by .* 
5 He Name, end et leaving it ſomewhat uncertain > 
Apvbether they had made their, Settlement in Narth- „„ 
7 before this tine. W 
If theſe Scots were the Inhabitants of: Treland : at that . 7 
4 12 time, eie! is another Inſtance of Chriſtianity kd oa 
'F a Country. without a Succeſſion of Boe fone | . 
al ladius was the firſt, and yet Chriſtianity had been — 
WE - ſettled among them before. Bat if theſe Scots had at 
. ue time 'a Proof th their Settlement in Worth. 2 
; Bay it js a roof th ut So Choreh of ene Was no 
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of Tours; and was a Biſhop, as Bede faith, tho by 
whom ordained we are not certain ; and therefore can 
not tell how'capable he was to keep pp the Epiſcopal! 7 

* Succeſſion in the preſent Senſe of the Word: For wre 
have keen already, that the keeping up the Name was 
no Evidence that they had kept up the Tame Epiſcopa- 


cy that is now pretended to. . 


But leaving this Matter as it was, let us conſider 
tze Converlion of the Pitts, who ſettled on the North 
_ fide Mount Grampius, for the effecting of Which Pro- 
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ee dur of elan into the North Parts of Srotland, 
ar the tine that Bridzus the Son of Ailocha reigned % 
Where ; "and by his and his Compagion's great Endes - 
ours de converted" that Part of the Country, and 
e King o the Piet, gave him the Ifland of H, 
ere he built a Monaſtry, and Where he was buried 5 
"Dont 630, aged 77. He had before his Coming to the 
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2 the ſole; Obiection, and indeed an entite Contr; fa 
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| know. i« the firſt that mentions them; but we 
Wo where told, that 1 meet With, Who it Was wrote 
1 ew, at What time it to vrotez. or what Credit 1 
2 Fe and N the Work of ſome idle Monk Z 
irely unk knowfi to us, and never Be thought wort 
i 4 e printing ſhonld not 4% of any hiſtorical weight. Watt 
I: © ally if We conſider; - 
2 That it is 1 Paflige of a thats obſtüre Aithor, 
ot confirmed by the 1 erage that lived near; th 3 
7 F but ho ie ib ä 25 x 19 5 1e 1 
e, -who was R It a little more t 
Y two hundred Yeats eee 75 a, and Roe his = 
. ſilent; 1 nh” u this Story, of 15 Biſhop b tp 
ere always. Nom im we hate 4 blind 1 
olumba's 11 th to fronfſecrate the Euchariſt, 4 


me Stranger Hiſhe Was accidentally there. 19 
what a small Pisce of Submiſſion was this to x Biſh 
1 1 compariſon of keeping ene cofiſtäntiy to per forma 
orders and Offices ? And if he had done. fo, as the Ob- 

ection ſuppoſes, it is not to be itnagined that Adamina- 
er, would have omitted, or that others who have ſeen 
Mie Life wotid not dave quoted it: which they not 


ang. Thews the Ulfter Annals deſerve fies 
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3. As Adannanus never uae; NS er as conf 


ter, "father Foes it, a by aſcribing the Ordinat 


antly reſident there, Abbot and his Presby- 
ters, as is plain ** Where ſpeaking concerning Aidan (a 
| Petfon we ſhallhave 7 7 after to mention) WHO te 
ceived the Degree of Epi 11 that he might come fo 
gland, he tells us, chat 
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more expreſſ we by and by. This therefore over. 
3 ok the Aſſertion ,.of the obſcure. iter Annals, 
ie it they always hada Biſhop. at Zito: give Or: 
dies, it would de as improper. ain Expreſſion to. {ay, 


'\ Tang, the Bilhop's Chaplain (whos a Presby ter) gives 
gers, becauſe he lays on Hands ſometimes with the 


Jon, who before tho called a Bybop, yet is here called 
24 Proeft, wherein he had miſtook in his Conduct to- 
Wars them. The [Conventaus Seniorum] Aſſembly of 
* ;, . - Elders before ſpoke of, judge Aidan worthy of the 
* Epiſcopacy, and to go and convert the Ignorant; ficg; 
4 mum ordinantes ad. pradicandum N j. e., the 
dem Senorum, before ipoke. of, ordaining hi 1, 
ſent him to preach. . So that tho there was a Biſhap ſent 
from the Abbey of Zuy, yet he was ordained by the 
Presbyter, Abbot, and Eldert, and therefore not the 
| | Biſhop now pretended to. And that Which ſeems ob- 
> Tervable here, is, that. it appears by theſe and ſuch 
5 like Paſſages in Bede, that it was their manner, when 
+ they ſent out Millionaries to preach in the Country, 
-_ or undertake any fixed Poſt, that they called them 
Die,; for fo Aidan, Tinan, Colman, &c. are called, 
tit ordained by Elders, and ſubje& to the Abbor of 
199, when they came thither again. „ 
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the authoriz'd Miniſters. of Chriſt. Bat it doth no! 
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their Miniſtry, Who might; be ſaid to receive Ordina- 
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their real Powers and Commiſſions that cher te. 
| eeived\ by Chriſt's Charter, ̃ ͤ -wight nM 
| (hack they been fo appointed); have changed their Sr. fi 
tion, and the Evangel:/ft have taken the Charge of 
Wo pl rticular Charch, and the [Paſtors and Teachers have 
been employed in gathering other Churches without 
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This will appear farther, by conſidering che Places, 
Which are Commiſſions, and Directions to the Apoſtle; ja 
1 i their. fn, of the Golpel, and planting ol 
, Uhurches. Two Places are to be” conſalted upon thi 
 - _ Urtcation; The firſt Paflage is in 7% 20 21 22, 23 
 - Where oor Saviour appearing to his Diſciples won after Wl 
dis Resurrection, tells them, that as the Father: er: al 
= him, ſo he ſent them. This was indeed giving a Com- 
million, bat not ſpecifying particularly their Work, 
much leſs making any difference in the Order or De- 
=  gree of thoſe that ſhould come after them. And when 
” te hadkid ili he breathed on them, and ſaid, Recdbiv: 
5 Je the Holy Ghoſt © whoſe Sins ye remit, they arg remir- 
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_ plainly ſhews the Commiſſion here given Was peculiat "FF 
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= in order to the Conduct of themſelves and their Ac- 
NN towards the Perſon with whom they converſed. 
For hereby they were empowered to diſcern the Since. 
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ÞTheir Powers towards Azanar and Sabphira,” AQs x. 
” ' Towards Simon Magus, towards the inceſtuons Perſon 
. an the Church of Cirazth, whole Sins were firſt bound 
1 on him, eee remitted upon his RepentanG, 
1 Cor. 5.4, & 2 Cor... But however "theſe or the like 
Powers are contained in this Commiſſion, yet no one 
Can now claim them, unleſs ſb qualified a#the Apofttcs 
Were. The other Paſſage is in Marth. 28. 19, 20; where 
our Saviour, came unto them, and fig, l Power both 
n Heaven and in Earth is given unto me, Go ye there- 
fore gnd teach all Nations, Nee in then in the Name 
The, Father, Son, and. Holy Gbef; reaching them to 
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WThe'Obligatioo tothe Miniſterial Work upon parti. = 
ilar Perſons, atileth therefore from the 8 1 
God expreſſed ia Nature, And enforeed | by the 
riptares/toevery Man to whom be hath given Abl 
ties do do what in him lies to promote the Kingdom 
ei briſt This Will of his may be ſignified by 
& Call. of his Prov idence caſting in a Place Where ho 
>tter. Help is or by the Call of a Society, Who, by 
iets on Rim give Rima fair Intimation that he may 
Nein Opportunity of being moſt uſeful. And yer 
Ache CircamBtances may concur, where he carinor 
the Iimpoſition':of the Hands of either Biſhop or 
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{; Bilhop.or:Presby ter; is nat neceſſary to the Con- 

eyance oß the Miniſterial Office. 15 But, ; 50 n 125 N | 
-2aly, chers may be am Obligation to the Miniſte- 1 
al Work whete chere can be no Impoſition of Hands, ) 
e the Impolition of the Hands of a Biſhop 
pointed and commanded. to be ufedias "28 
he oh wa of inveſting with the miniſterial Of- ps 8 
 Sce:: Nay, :L might obſerve, it is not ſo. much as com- 
aste be sed, as any.way.of-inveſting with the ___ 
inkeralOffice: for tho the Apoſtles did make uſe +. 
nie asche Sign of Inveſtiture, yet they did it r 
a Command given them in the Bible, nor „ 
lee any Command of this Import behind _ 
hem, to be uſed by thoſe that came after them. | . 1 9 
nere mnotcany Command therefore reguting tjge 
of this Rite, as the only) or neceſſary Sign of In- "i 
Neſtizareg and this being a Search after a Command in 
our Bibles;there is no other way left but by appeal- 
x te the Eyeſitht of Men to determine it. And its 
ogensver get been produced, is a ſtrong Suſpicion, 
that chere is no ſuch direct and poſitive Appointment, 
Bu lets ge on with the Inquiry: That it is not in any 
t of the:Goſpel before our Saviour's Reſurrection, 
is plain tothe . of Men. ie ſent out twelve, 
nd: aſter chat ſeventy Diſciples, without the Uſe ot 
this Sign, or any Intimation that they were always to 
ule it in ending out other Labourers: And as there 
is nothing of it before the Reſurrection, even when „ 
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mans at all; no not in the Ae Commiſljow it 
faf,” where one would have erpekted it. And tho 
from the Apoſtolick Practice it appears, that Faſting, 
Prayer, an Impolition of Hands is an antient and lau- 
| dable Method, yet it no ways follows, that t 
22 8 the only F For tn that is to be 
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fice, and contracting the Obligation, unleſs there was 
alſo sſopge what in the renſon of the. Thing to make it 

ſo or ſome Command attending it, importing ſuch iff 
_ neceſſary Obligation upon us to uſe it: but neither off 
theſe things can be pleadedꝭ ſor the Impoſition of a Bi. 
ſhop's Hands, or a Presbyter's, as the only valid Form 
of Ordination. It cannot be pleaded that it is neceſſ- 
c id ie nature of ene Thing, or that there is no o- 
ther way in-which a Perſon's Fitneſs for the miniſterial 
| Office can be ſignifled, or his Conſent qt Obligation 
T80ͥ0 it espreſſed and ned upon him, none of theſe can 
” - . -_ be aich: aud chat chere ie no Command attending it, 
== requiring: the conſtant uſe thereof, hath been - ſhewn 
be ore. 33 4 * 50 Pot an 4 9 * Pg a 2 8 : ths | 5 
Sinee then there is neither any thing in the Rea ſon] 
of the thing, nor in an Command attending it, ob- 
1 RT. liging to the uſe of this as the, only Method- of Ordina- 
=_:  _ tion, mere Apoſtolicah Practice cannot carry in it the 
—_ Force of a Commandy becauſe it is very plain the Apo- 
=. _ Miles did many things:without-intending to be our Pat- 
- . terns; ſuch as theirgoingoutunprovided; without Scrip 
—_ - or Purſe; Paul's preaching a free Goſpel in many pla- 
Tees; belides, they recommended and countenanced ma- 
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id to have had- their Recommendation and Conti-⸗ 
Woance, to be long fince antiquated and; diſuſed, ſuch as 
We Agape or -Feaft at the time of the Lords. Sup- 
Jer, the Holy Kiſs, and Anbinting the Siet with Oil. 
| heſe have a more diret Recommendation than ever 
bad concerning the Impoſition.' ob a Biſhop's Hands, 
r indeed any Hands in Ordination: And yet theſe are 
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Raptiſins, and the Bread pod Wine/which the Maſter 
of. the Family ſent about after the eating of the Paſchal 
Lambs whic Caſtom our Saviour took up, and addin 
ESA the. Remembrance of his own Death and Su 
ferings, 2 poinged it an Ordinance of conſtant aſe; in 
the Charch....10 like manner, the Apoſtles took up . 
Veral Synagogue:Cultoms, . taking their Elders and 
Deacons from the and the manner of their Ordina- 
7 and ny other things, this Code of the 
polition of Hands, tho without an 1 25 Deſign of mak- 
ing ir ot. neceſſary uſe, or r the ſole 
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* in a Er Fong Sh two, when Perſons 
were fixed in Offices, and by ſome diſtingui Sign i 
recommended to the Grice 15 God: But it ma) not 
be an un ble Work a little to enquire into the 
L 6 Hands in Nine Cafes in "Which 
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We find it aſed dy Favob * his blelling dhe $oiis of 
— Wm 8. 14, 15, 16. Here it is plainly a 4 be 
ediction and Tmpetration, not of inveſting wi 
_ Office, We find itaiſo ved as Cuſtom in eifel 
where the Offerer ſaid his Hand fornetiines'on the Hee! 
of che Sacrifice; Lev. 3. 2, 8. Lev. 4 15, _ other 
= mae pr oduced 1e the ſame effect; by which 
appears to bk is a ſolemn Act ef * 
the Right Which the Perſon had in the ching offer d to 
_ he Honour of G c 549 n 
But the firſt time e lind it Wa the inveſting 
Rerſons with "an Office, is in the esſe of the Levites, 
Numb. 8. 10 ho Octalion of Which was this. The 
une God by the lrg 1 the — Born 'of: — 
3 acquif* A Peculiar to the Fir Born 
abl, to be his Servants,. in of whom he acre 
E. the Tribe of Levi, 117 were to be aſſiſtant to the 
Prieſts, and attend the lower Ber viee of the Taberna- 
cle z and to make er his Tranſictiot che more ſoleimn, 
the Tevites are to be drought to the Door of the Ta- 
dernacle, and are there ordered to de purified; and 
_ the Children of ' hue! are commanded to lay their 
Hands upon the Head of the Zewres. It is not to be 
doubted but this Text might have been quoted with b 


heſis we #re now confutitig, bat only for the 
caraſtinces,” thar the People are keye required” to lay 
on Hands in the Inauguration of the Levites into the 
Office ; tho it is dohbtfal whether the Words: Bey; 
rael mean the Congregation of the Firft.Born, in wt 
Read the Levires were choſen. It is obſervable, that it 
Was not uſed in the Appointment of the Sanhedrim; 
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eie fometimes Inveftiture into an Office was per- 


Wwas a Gan of Inveſtitaye, it was performed by one of 
che Order himſelf, and Tometimes by the People for 
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tween the Times of the Old and New Teſtament, and 


= omining ie, te the Peron wem they choſe into the 
= *Godwn tells os, in this Moſes and Aaron, that 
Wl they uſed tmpoſition of Hands, after the Example of 
Me towards % %; at other times Inauguration 


Lo, thou art affociated, and Power is given thee to judge 
of Penalties. „ 
Bat the learn | 
falty, and tells us, it was the Cuſtom of the Jews, in 
their Ordinations and Appoiptment of Perſons into any 
of their: Synedria or Councils, to perform it by Im- 
poſition of Hands. This Cuſtom he obſerves aroſe from 
that of "Moſes's laying Hands on Joſhua when he 
was do de his Sueceſſor, Atuwnb. 27. 23. And this was 
the Cuſtom when any Perſon was advanced to the 
Dignity: of a N 1 $6 that he was admitted to this 
Don either by three Peuſons ſelected for that pur- 
poſe, of which one was of the Order before; and it 


either by the Sanhedrim itſelf, or by one of them 
taking to himfelf two other Perſons ; and this Cuſtom 


Deſtru&ion of the Temple, as Dr. Lightfoot tells us in 
his Deſeription: of it. But after his Time, it grew into 
« Caltomy that no Perſon ſhould be eſteemed rightly 
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ene Praftics of the Jews be. 
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WI was performed dy a form of Speech to this effect: 


arned F'Selden deſcribes this matter more 


was looked upon as rightly done when it was perform- 
continued down to the time of Hillel, who was Prince 
of the great Sanhedrim above 100 Years before the 
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pPpPedainedz but he that Was ordain'd.by the Authority 
 _ of: the Prince of; the Sanhedrin, {6 as that he foul 
Not ordain without the Preſence: of zue Father of the 
Conliſtory,; not the Father of the Conſiſtory without 

| him; nor any Collegue without: the Licence of the 
Prince:: and they always obſerved: this Rule, to have 
__ - three Perſons preſent, one of whom ſhould himſelf be 
 ' of the Order of Presbyters From ſuch- like pruden- 
tial Reſtraints as theſe: in the Synagogue, aroſe, it's 
” - likely, thoſe Canons in the Chriſtian Church; which 
mme meet with; by which Presbyters, tho of the ſame 
Oeder with Biſhops by Chriſt's Commiſſion, yet were 
_ reſtrained: from the Exerciſe of Ordination, without 
1 the Licence of the Biſhop or Prime Presbyter, as the 
” ', Fathers ſometimes call him, or elſe the Work was en- 
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. tirely reſtrained to him. 


FF 4%, Tothe Cuſtom of the Synagogue it's likely as ow. 
=. ing the. Canons of the Primitive Church, which re- 
Aire three Biſhops to the Ordination of a Biſhop; 
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e Biſhop, and two; Precbyters-to that of a Pre 
at the learned Seiden obſerves; That tho this was 
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3 little Account of theſe Interpoſitions in Affairs eithe 
1 : Civ or Sacred, in an extraordinary manner relating 
41890 Soeisties, until God railed up. the Ghildren of /-4 


to de gate bimſelf a peculiar People. [The Holy Scrip 


vo 


/ of Nations formed,” of Sacti 

hh y the:Ground; 

3 they went upon; or any iy ine Commandthey II. dot 
3 %Y doing 8 e ee 

= _ ._— ative may not; be confuſed, let us particularly 


5 ! 


conliger thoſe 5 Interpoſitions both in Ci 
Vil and Sacred Affairs z and it will appear, that tho it 
1 might ſuſpend this Right in Societies, of, appointing 
and authorizing its own Officers, yet it did got take 

= it away. Bat when. the extraordipary Interpoſitions 
== | ceaſed, the former Right reverted to 1 Society, ;:and 
3 dings returned to the old. Channel, again 3; 28 will ap 
pear if we conſider the, caſe. of the Sanhedrim. Thelc 
ere an extraordinary Council eſpecially, appointed of 
od for the Aſſiſtance: of doſes. in ſuch; Civil Aﬀairs as 
came: before him: Theſe were choſen, by Moſes, who 
had then the viſible ſupreme Direction of Affairs in J 
rae! chen were iet before the. Door ofthe Tabern: 
cle, Numb. 11. 16. God alſo promiſes to come down 
and take of the Spirit that was upon Adoſes, and give 01 
them of the ſame Spirit, and fo N for Govern- . 
[ 


Ree Og Pont And yet tho they were thus made Governors 
by ſpecial Appointment of God, and all this folemn 


Appearance in order to inveſt them; yet did it not take 
Ei away the Right: of the Society to chuſe their own Off: 0 
ces when that Interpoſition ceaſed ; nor did it oblige Il & 
them to preſerve always ſuch a Form of Adminiſtra- IW 


1 1 


tion. For it doth not appear, that this e 
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kent upin the Land of Canaan, the. Scripture not ma- 
eon of it after the Death of Moſes, as 
Dro Crul * obſerves :. for when mention is made of the 
Dividon, "it is\poken of as Foſbus's Act, and no mention, 
is made of the Sanhedrim. 1101 e Deine * * N | 
"The Children of. Joſeph, who think themſelves ag- 
in the Portion allotted them, apply themſelves 
peer Remedy, Joſh. 17. 14. without any notice 
ken of the Sanhedrim. So the Levires appl chef 
eee, to Eleazer, and the Heads * the Fa- 
thers of the Tribes, Joſh. 21. 1. Now theſe ſeem, not, 
the: Sanhedrim, for the Sanhedrim were a fele& num- 
ber choſe oat af theſe ; and theſe ſeem rather the ame 
(fort .of Perſons who governed their reſpective Tribes, 
öde fixing of the Sanhedrim. There ſeems no 
reference to. it in the Days of the Judges, who. were 
Perſons raiſed up of God in an extraordinary manner 
to govern. them. For when there was no Judge nor 
Ring 1 e every Man is repreſented as doing what 
Was right in his own. Eyes, Which needed not have 
i. been aligned as a Reaſon, if there had been à Sanhe, 
il ie preſiding, in the ſupreme Direction of their-Af- 
fairs. , But that which ſeems the range Proof that 
there was no Sanhedrim preſiding, is the Caſe of the 
Levite,-whoſe Capcubine was abuſed to death by the 


Men of Gibeab. ;; There ſeems no_Saphedrim for-kim 


to appeal to; and therefore he divides, her into twelve 
pieces, and ſends them by the hands of Meſſengers 
throughout the Coaſts of HMrael. Upon the whole there- 
fore, notwithſtanding this extraordinary Divine Inter- 
poſition in the caſe of the Sanhedrim, the Society was 
lot obliged to preſerve and keep up this Form of Go- 
terument: But as ſoon as thoſe Perſons were dead 
things returned to their former Method, and the Hes 
of 2 Tribes directed as formerly in ordinary Caſes, 


and in the common Concerns of the Tribes, (when 
| they had no Perſon eſpecially raiſed up to be their 

Judge) and the High-Prieſt was preſent do ask Counſel 
in Cafes of Difficulty, And we meet with no mention 
of it in the Days of their Kings; and in the Time of 
the Gaptivity it is not to be expected we fhould find 
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the Synagopue, yet that appears to conüft 5 
ſons, Aken diſtin from the San S/N: 5 
=: yet a Sanhedrim the Jews had before rage We 
für tis ſaid he flew them; and cherebte Dr. C of 
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indeed theft Officers were generally ſo fred Aue 
Teerscy) yer that did För lee them to obſer ve 
this Form igt conſtant Sücce fön. bur left ther” to 
in omitting it ot Keeping it up in hat 
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n they choſe a Kin he God be Nat eien 
unelgber. And therefore the fault found with them 
upon hat Occaſion, Goth to be their tamultuous a 

a of him, and their ungrateful) reſecting of Sammels 
Government, whom God had raiſed up Fa be their 
Judge; and in him rejecting God's more immediate 
Government. However, Gia interpoſed, and fixed 
Saul oyer them; ; but wo” roving unworthy, was re- 
jet lan after God's own Hea kart, 
was ettled u 0 krone; and after him, by D. 
du ſpecial: irection «Solomon, This extraordinary 
Inte ion mi lf be ki de fuſpend the Mehe or e 
orie ty, but did met také it away, as appears by the 
e of 'the Tribes if the :caſe-of Rehoboarm, The 
ad of Rebaboaricltims not the Crown by any Divine 
Rerdatrary and Unalienable Right, ng much talk- 
date) becauſe Goll had ſettled his Father wt 
Grad father thete. before him: for we are told, 
when Solomon was dead, 1 Iſrael came to Sbechem 2 | 
mike Reboboam' King} and there they propoſe a mu- 
wal Gontract with; Him, offering to m be im King, 
anch ſer ve him, if he would redreſs their Grievances, 
(ot: the latter end of Solomon's Reign had world by 995 | 


— 


—_——— ab ere 


; Wrannical; 1 Kings 12. 4 my n his reſuſal to redreſs 
a 2 A e k eject him from being King, 
; a roboam, Ver. Py Now it doth not ſeem 
: they did ill in This matter. becauſe Abij ah the Pro- 
e et had told 7 of it beforehand; as what God 
Wald dot for bim, 1. Kings 11. 31. and becauſe God 
1 hindted Rebobaamifrom tedovering them back by Force, 
; = 12:24. where the Reaſon given is, becauſe the 
57 hing n eee Beſides, 7 rutl was never bla- 


Hund tho God enabled Abijab to 
Als fall into Idolatry, yet he 
dom, nor did the Kings o Judah \ 


even treat the Kings 12 200 7 as SI 612 115 a 4 
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, Sacred  Aﬀairs/ And 
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here we; muſt obſerve, that our Notices from the 014 
Tat ament are very inconſiderable. We are left much 
in the dark concerning the Original of Sacrifices: we 

read of them as brought by Gain and Abel, and other 
holy Men down:to: Abraham; and 'fo-'to'ofes'y but hi 
whether it was the Reſult of their 'own voluntary Zeal 
1 and Devotion, or an Act of Obedience to any particu- 
__ lar Command, we are no where told, for no ſuch Com- 

1 mand is mentioned. And yet on the other hand, one 

can ſcarce: imagine, that ſuch a Cuſtom ſhould univer- 
ally prevail without a Divine Inſtitution. Abel is ſaid 
' ro Fa by Faith a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cain, 
Heb: 11. 4. Which one would think ſhould! have refe- 
rence to a Divine Inſtitution and Promiſe). Nor doth 
there ſeem any Stiggeſtian;in Nature, that the deſtroy- 
, 108 a Beaſt ſhould be x thing ſo acceptable to God; or 
| xe burning of the Body, which ſeems an Act of Waſte, 
ſhould be any ways ſo acceptable to God, as un Expia- 
tion and Atohement, unleſs he had told us ſo; Tis 
certain he commanded Job's Friends to take this Me- 
thod, and go to d to offer a: Sacrifice of Expiation, 
42. 8. Ibis is indeed a Command in this caſe; but 
the matter having been uſed before, doth not deter- 
mine the firſt Original. But leaving this matter con - 
3 cerning the Original of Sacriſices, let us conſider the 
” - Perſons who acted as Prieſts in the offering chem: 
| And it muſt be obſerved: concerning this, that We have 
no mention of the Prieſthood, or Right of Sactificing 
being by any La confined to any particular Set of 
„Mien, excluſite of others; nor does there appear from 
111 probable 


9 | | ng Specht 1 


4 


1 a 
ihe; 45 indeed moſt likely, that before he. 
obidition by Adaſer; ever) T rivate ing Ugo" my | 
Jace. might hr öfter his own erifice, and | 

e“ Priel Office hiniſetf; It is certain there I - ; 
xention of oy and: Abel bringing theirs to ey as 
Prieſt to offer, mgm: fone have imagined; in fup- 
ore ot an Hypotheſis.) Fe apr ho muſt de 

Jacob, 


Moſes 


| 


{ as'a' private Pe Perſon: W Father was alive, hallt 
Altar, es, 26. 2 cho mult alſd de cd 
Aered us a private Per ſon at Berbel poured On upon 
is Pillar in be ures" of'«. Drink-Offering 97a and! was. 
ond Prislt e ad /the-Prohibition of every” private 
ee From killing a Sacrifice, Lev. 17. 3,5 $ ſup- 
enten wis ufed till then, that any Perſon 
een dn Prieſtt Ir is not indeed unlikely 
hat: Fuinity-Sacrifices were" rformed by the Maſter 
the Family: 5 chat is, tho Sacrifices wherein the 
whole Fan, was concerned, as im the caſe! of Jebs 
x bor is Sons, Jh A. 5. Abraham, Gen. 15, 
iris not e 9 there 1 Ma 


Po... Pres WS 
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ich n they * 8 in ef name of k 
Publick over which Ky prefided:'\and thus was per 
pays tlie: caſe of Melcbifeltck}-who is called the * 
be moſt Kiek God, to 8 Office he "was jw 
* advanced by. forue divine pointment: and uch | 
one Wass Fer bro, . * indi derenaly called Prieſt, or 
Mince of Adula, u, as the Learned 
obſerve, ſignify ing ei 85 . A the Kingly | 1 
and Prieftly Office were united in many Nations in one 
Peron. Sometimes they Were ele ed into thisPrieſt- 
„ Office dy cochmon "Conſent, as we may probably 
gathef Kom that Turn which'Foſephus gives to the Ae 
caſvrion of /*'Corgb and his Accomplices; againſt Mo- 
% That wirhidut the Conſcht and Suff age of the Peo- 
e, und of his o.] arbitrary Will, he had advanced 
bis Brother Au on inrothe'Privithood which" tonders 
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1 no imptobable Suppoſition, that antiently Perſon 
n to the Fami, uf Aran in J, 
_ Birchright; not only <becau 
_ Lulites are choſen inſtead of the Firſt-Born, why 
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Were placed in the publick Prieſthnaod aby commol 
Suffrages: and thüs the Caſe ſtood: before the confine. 


rael. It is indeed pretended, that the Right of the 
: 1 belonged to the Firſt. Born; and: chat Eſa 
is called not ſo much fooliſh, as ee 
the; ule; Dominion, but the 
7 8 Privilege: of the Prieſthood was annexed; and 


Ake ſſic to be the Lords, Numbs8;27, as if they wert 
o called;;becauſe they had the Right of Prieſthood al. 
| | ICs elder 1G! 
Bat ngtwithſtanding this ha th been the general Tra. 
Altige ef ebe Jem, yet the Thing ſeems Without foun. 
dation from Sctipturs: for the Profaneneſo of Eſau re. 
_— deſpiſing the Privileges of: the Blevhrieln 
ach his Father's Bleſſing, Whatever they were, in com 
Peariſen o Mes of Pottage, not the Frieſthood, 
Mich is no Where ſaid toche annexed, and which be 
cCauld not have While his Father was living: As to the 
 Fioſt-Borm being ſaid tobe: the Lord's; it's not meant 
tze Ritht of, the Prieſthood belonged to them; but 

_ they} ate called the Lord's, upon theradcourit of his 
1 having purehaſed them to him lf, When he ſlew the 
Fit: Berntof Fgype, and Ipared the Muelitet: Beſides, 
the Scriptures are filent'as to any ſuch Right; nay, ſo 
far ftom mentioning it, that the, Younger:are in man) 
remarkable Inſtances pteſerred before the Elder, 3 
ee before Cain, Sem before apheth, Abraham be. 
fore his elder; Brother, (for if the Prieſthood had fol. 
lowed ehe Primogenituxe; Abraham; had never had it 

n Mace befor e Iſhmael, Jarob-before Eſau; Joſeph and Fur 
Aa belore Reuben, Ephraim: before Aanaſſeh. 80 that 
upon the; whole, the Notion ſeems ungrounded, and tha 
That before the Settlement of it by Divine Appoint- ts 
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_ $5, micht offer it: chat in Offerings which concerned fre 


de Family, che Maſter of the Family by a natural 8 


Right offered them for his ily: i NY 
| Te L 8 Family that in the pub 


'Prielthood'of a Nation, he was eithe 1 
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tage nd bad it annexed to the Supreme 
Agiſtraey, being called either Prieſt or Prince. But 
de to follow it into the Family of 4, 
ere it was annerxed to the Eldeſt Sons of the Fami- 
Who were High -Prieſts; and none but that Familß 
Laſt offer Sactifice, under the higheſt Penalties. And 
ko this might be {aid to ſuſpend the former: Right of 
he Society in chuſing for themſelves Perſons. that 

ould officiate in Sacred Things; and did limit them 
n ſuch things as were a part of” politive Religion; yet 
tid ir not at all limit them as to moral Worſhip, And 
ke forming of themſelves into Synagogues Theſe | 
Synagogues are agreed on all hands to be Societies vo- 
Aten confederare together for moral Worſhip; 
er we read-of no expteſs Command from God o- 
ging them to it, or 8 the Form of Miniſtra - 
ton, or deſcribing and conſtituting” the "Officers who' 
e t0 miniſter therein: but for ought appears from 


, : 


&criptare, they voluntarily threw themſelves into the 
Form that pleaſed them; and ' conſtituted their. own 
Officers by the conſent of the ſeveral Societies where 
they miniſtred, + And-now the Societies of Chriſtians 
having been formed after them, and having taken feye- 
{ral things from them, asT'have ſhewn already; It ma 
be no-unprofitable Enquiry to look a little further in. 
T en, 
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And here; (1.) It muſt be obſerved, that the Learn- 
d are not reed upon the Time of their Inſtitution, 

ind firſt ſetting up among the Jews. © Some imaßlaez 

that chey were ſer up as ſoon 48 the Tribes Mare ſet- 
led in che promiſed Land : for they ſyppoſe, that the 

Place of the Tabernacle” being at too great a diſtance 
from the People of the Land; for them to repair to 

Sabbath Worſhip there, this put chem upon Creatin 
Synagogues, where the Scriptures were read and ex- 
ounded. And as a proof of this, it is obſerved, that 
upon ſome Invaſion of the Land by the Enemies of 
Iſrael, mention is made of the Deſtruction of their | 
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the Prophets lived; on the New Moons and Sabbaths, 


_ ., Why the went t the Prophet, ſeeing it was neither 
was callonlary then cc g, But others obſerve. that 


Atteridavice;for-moral Worſhip, each Society under its 
on proper 'Othcers; and that there is à general Si. 
| lence in Seripture as to an Orders for the Inftitution 


mat chez had their Riſe and Settlement after the Cap- 
mvity. To prove this, the Learned obſerve, that it was 
2 Rule among them, that in every place where there 

| was72\Synagogue, there mult be a Copy of the 
Law, Now: thele ſeem, very: ſcarce before the Capti- 


a Week, beſides Feſtivals and Faſt, 
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the Tabernacle, to learn of the Prieſts, or Attendance 


had there been Synagogues. in the Towns, and Copies 


_ Scarcity of Copies of the Law, fo conſequently of Sy- 
„„ 


 Relaple, che Knowledge of the Law was more culti. 
 'vate thaw 
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among the good People, te Kepait to the places where 
to receixe Inſtractſos, as ſeems: likely, 2 Kings 4. 23. 


Where the good Woman Who was going to the Pro- 
e dead Child, is asked by her Husband, 


on Ror Sapbath? which intimates, That it 
tho this may prove ſome occaſional Attendance about 
in thoſe places where any of the Prophets for a time 


reſided z vet it will not clearly [prove that they had 
thrown:themſelves into any; ſuch Methods of conſtant 


of: ahem :- and therefore it is the common Opinion, 


vity z for Jehoſapbat, hen he ſent. Prieſts and Levites 
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